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Where This School Stands on Bullying


When someone is being mean and does or says things over and over again to upset or annoy someone else this is what we call BULLYING. This could include pushing or hitting them, "going at" their stuff, not letting them join in, calling them names, saying nasty things to them or about them, or "making fun" of them in any way. 


If six pupils "pick on" someone just once each day for a week the targeted pupil is "picked on" and upset 30 times that week.  That is BULLYING and it is very unfair.


Pupils who are bullied over and over again by others feel bad, sad, miserable and embarrassed.  Even if they laugh and don't let on or if they pretend they don't mind, they really want it to stop!


Our school policy on bullying says the following: (Read one key sentence from the policy printed in pupils' school journals.  Emphasise the fact that “respect” is fundamental to the whole policy).


Pupils have a right not to be bullied because they are different.  We are all different and that is a very good thing.  We may be brown skinned or white, tall or small, heavy or skinny, Irish or Indian, red haired or fair, loud or quiet, rough or gentle, good at maths or bad at Irish etc.  We should not be bullied because we are different.  What is important is that everyone deserves equal respect.


You do not have to like everyone in your class group but you must still respect them.  If you dislike some of them you can simply keep away from them but you must not bully them.


Often pupils who bully others do not realise the serious harm they are doing.  Bullying can be very deeply damaging.


Pupils who see or know about bullying and do not tell a teacher are helping the bullying pupil to continue bullying.  If they report the bullying it can be stopped and everyone can "live happily ever after," even the bullying pupils(s).  It is very important to report all bullying to a teacher.


In this school we try to bring bullying to an end so we don't need to tell the Principal, Parents, the Board of Management or the Gardaí (Police).


We want all bullying to stop – NOW!  If we hear that a pupil is bullying others we want to quietly meet that pupil, explain how serious and unfair bullying is and how bad it feels for anyone to be bullied.  We want to ask that pupil for a promise to stop the bullying.  If the bullying stops nobody will be punished and that will be the end of the matter.  But the bullying must stop!   


We need your help.  We need to know if there is anyone we need to talk to about bullying.  We will now do a survey where you answer questions.  You will be putting your name on it.  We need you to tell the truth in the survey.  If your answers are different from everyone else's it will look like you are not telling the truth - like you are helping those who bully others by hiding the truth.  


In the survey you will be asked if you have "picked on" any pupil(s) yourself and also to name anyone in your class or in the school who has done so.  Please be honest here.  Remember!  We simply want to talk to those involved, and if the bullying stops the matter will end quietly there.  But we need to know who to talk to.	           					Thank you!
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Please read all the "bold" parts of the points below to senior pupils (5th & 6th Classes - aged 11-12 years) before class surveys.  For younger pupils (2nd, 3rd & 4th Classes - aged 8 - 10 years) give a shorter, simpler version, e.g. points 1, 3, 5, 8, 10 & 11.
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